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RYSKAMP, HAYES 
DROP 21 POINTS AS 
LAKERS TROUNCE 
FERRIS STATE
SEE A7
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NEWS
GV Leap Day babies 
celebrate 5th birthdays ‘There’s some work to do’
On Feb. 29. students born on Leap 
Day will celebrate their 5th official 
birthday, as the additional day only 
comes around once every four years
SEE A5
A&E
Student composers 
respond to artwork
This year’s Student Composition 
Competition prompts students to 
write music responding to "Great 
Lakes: Image and Word” exhibit
SEE A6
SPORTS
Laker softball sweeps 
Lewis Dome Invite
The Grand Valley State softball team 
started off its season without flaws, 
winning all four of its games as part 
of a tournament in Rosemont, Illinois
SEE A9
ONLINE
The Lowdown talks 
life, death of Scalia
This week’s installment of the 
Lanthorn’s podcast discusses the 
impact of Supreme Court Justice 
Antonin Scalia’s death on Feb. 13
SEE LANTHORN.COM
Campus Climate Survey results show decrease in faculty, staff comfort at GV
BY AUDRA GAMBLE
editorial@lanthorn.com RESPONDENTS THAT FELT ‘VERY COMFORTABLE/COMFORTABLE’
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arlier this year, students, faculty and 
staff at Grand Valley State University 
completed the fifth Campus Climate 
Survey, and the results are in.
The survey, which was last ad­
ministered in 2011, measured how Lakers perceive 
the campus atmosphere, with particular emphasis 
on minority and marginalized populations.
Though not all the data has been analyzed, ear­
ly findings indicate that while students feel more 
comfortable on GVSUs campus than in 2011, the 
same cannot be said for faculty and staff.
In addition, two groups of students reported 
more negative feelings about the GVSU campus 
climate than any others: Students of color and 
transgender students.
The 2015 iteration of the Campus Climate Sur­
vey drew the largest response rate of any of the five 
surveys since the flagship survey in 1994. Students 
had the most significant jump in participation, go­
ing from 26 percent in 2011 to 40 percent in 2015.
More faculty also completed the survey, with 
57 percent participating, compared to 45 per­
cent in 2011. Staff had the highest response rate 
of any group, as 61 percent completed the sur­
vey. Staff also had the highest participation in 
2011, with 57 percent completion. These num­
bers led to a 13 percent increase in campus-wide 
survey completion, jumping from 29 percent in 
2011 to 42 percent this year.
“I think the response rate that we initially got 
was pretty telling,” said Jesse Bernal, vice president 
of the Division of Inclusion and Equity. “We had 
the highest response rate in the history of our sur­
veys. The community wants to be heard.”
Based on preliminary results, campus climate 
has improved for women, people with disabilities 
and some members of the LGBT community.
“Unfortunately, the experiences for people of 
color and our transgender have declined,” Bernal 
said. “Overall campus climate experiences from 
2011 to 2015, there are more negative experiences.”
Though some members of the GVSU commu­
nity appear to be less content with the campus cli­
mate than in 2011, the data shows an overwhelm­
ingly positive experience for most Lakers.
“Data showed that GVSU has a more welcom­
ing, more inclusive, positive climate than nation­
ally!’ Bernal said.
GVL | JORDINN WEST
When asked to evaluate overall campus cli­
mate, 85 percent of students said it was “very com­
fortable/comfortable.” This is a slight increase of 2 
percent from 2011, but the students are the only 
population that reported an increase.
For faculty and staff, the percentages of indi­
viduals who felt the campus climate was comfort­
able decreased since 2011. There was a 4 percent
SEE CLIMATE | A2
GIVING ACADEMICS
Where does donor money go?
University Development, student 
senate discuss private donations
BY JESS HODGE
JHODGE@LA N THORN. COM
ith more than 
19,000 people do­
nating to Grand 
Valley State Uni­
versity, there is a 
lot of money to keep track of 
and to allocate to projects be­
ing done on campus. So who 
decides where the money goes 
and how much goes to a cer­
tain project?
Scott Blinkhom from Uni­
versity Development spoke to 
GVSUs student senate on Feb. 
25 to help explain where all that 
money goes. He said the pro­
cess is actually quite simple.
“(Money) goes where the 
donor directs,” he said. “We 
don’t pick win­
ners and losers 
here, wherever 
the donor says ‘I 
want my money 
to go to this 
project’ that’s 
where it goes.”
In 2015, $16 
million was do­
nated to GVSU.
That money 
is split up into 
three separate 
categories: en- 
dowments, 
capital and op­
erations. Endowments include 
scholarships and program 
funds while the capital catego­
ry includes new building and 
equipment. The operations 
category includes the Grand 
Valley Fund and other funds 
as directed. The Grand Valley 
Fund is the only non-designat­
ed fund, meaning the provost’s 
office will decide where it goes 
based on what the university’s 
critical needs are.
Since 2001, the money from
that fund has produced many 
important things for leakers, 
including the Pew Campus, 
the DeVos Center, the Mary 
Idema Pew Library and the 
new Douglas P. Kindschi Hall 
of Science. In addition, there 
have been 425 private scholar­
ships created, benefiting 1,076 
students this year.
Of the 19,000 donations, 
about 6,000 are from GVSU 
alumni. Blinkhom stressed 
the importance of alumni 
donors, saying their contribu­
tions would be the “future of 
this institution.”
“We fare a lot better on the 
number of alumni donors than 
we did on the alumni dollars,” 
he said. “A large part of that is 
look at the age of our alumni 
donors, the aver­
age alumni’s age 
is (less than) 40 
years old.”
Because 
GVSU is such 
a young school 
compared to its 
Michigan coun­
terparts, the 
first graduating 
classes are just 
now beginning 
to reach an age 
where they feel 
comfortable do­
nating money. In 
addition to GVSU being young, 
it was also smalL The graduat­
ing classes were only a few hun­
dred people, never thousands, 
which paled in comparison 
to schools like Michigan State 
University and University of 
Michigan at the time.
“What were focusing on is 
the percentage of donors, we’ve 
seen an increase of alumni 
donors in the last few years at
SEE DONATIONS I A2
“We fare a lot 
better on the 
number of alumni 
donors than we 
did on the alumni 
dollars.”
SCOTT BLINKHORN 
UNIVERSITY 
DEVELOPMENT
University Libraries studies 
retention rate correlation
STUDYING HARD: Mary O’Kelly (left), head of instructional services at University Libraries, speaks during a University Academic Senate 
meeting on Jan. 29. The most recent UAS meeting focused on the role the libraries play in student retention, gvl I kevin sielaff
Three years in, MIP Library may keep students coming back
BY HANNAH LENTZ
ASSOCIATE@LANTHORN.COM
he Mary Idema Pew Li­
brary has quickly become 
a staple of the Grand Valley 
State University commu­
nity. Hosting large events 
such as the annual Teach-In, Exam 
Cram activities and special exhibits, the 
library may also contribute to a much 
larger aspect of college: retention rates.
During a presentation to the Uni­
versity Academic Senate on Feb. 26, 
the body looked at data collected re­
garding library usage.
Starting in 2012, the library teamed 
up with offices in Institutional Analysis 
to look at retention rates based on stu­
dents who have seen a librarian in class 
and those who have not.
What they found was a positive, sta­
tistically significant correlation between
library instruction and retention rates.
Every year, up to 10,000 students 
have direct face-to-face instruction with 
one of the 29 faculty librarians.
During this study, researchers com­
pared students in courses with multiple 
sections that have at least one section 
engage with a librarian (courses with 
single sections were excluded).
“Students who use the library re­
sources tend to stay at a higher rate 
than those who don’t, but we can at­
tribute a lot of that to motivation and 
student behavior,” said Mary O’Kelly, 
head of instructional services for Uni­
versity Libraries.
Looking at retention as continued 
enrollment the following fall semester, 
University Libraries have recorded a 70- 
75 percent retention rate.
“I would be thrilled if I could say that 
(librarians cause student retention)," 
O’Kelly said.
Though GVSU is not the first uni­
versity to look at student retention rates 
in relation to library usage, the positive 
results did raise interesting questions 
about the role of faculty engagement 
with academic support services and the 
way students are using the library.
Coming up on the three year an­
niversary of the opening of the MIP 
Library, library personnel continue to 
look at how to encourage student suc­
cess on campus, said Lee Van Orsdel, 
dean of University Libraries.
“We wanted to try and inspire and 
engage (students), once we had them in 
the building, can we teach them some­
thing even when they didn’t expect to be 
taught something,” Van Orsdel said.
This work comes with a focus on 
student preferences.
SEE LIBRARY | A2
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NOMINATIONS FOR ANNUAL SUSTAINABILITY 
CHAMPION AWARDS NOW OPEN
Nominations for the eighth annual Sustainability 
Champion Awards are now being accepted by the Office of 
Sustainability Practices at Grand Valley State University.
Students, faculty, staff members and community mem­
bers are chosen for a Sustainability Champion Award based 
on their contributions to sustainable living.
The Office of Sustainability Practices will be accepting 
nominations until March 18. Recipients of awards will later 
be celebrated at an awards luncheon in the Kirkhof Center 
on April 1.
For more information about the Sustainability Champion 
Awards, go to www.gvsu.edu/sustainability.
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS CAREER EXPO
Students of all majors are invited to learn more about 
career opportunities in international business during the 
international business career expo on Feb. 29.
Individuals who possess strong cultural competence and 
business skills are encouraged to network with a variety of 
employers offering both internships and regular positions. 
Students are asked to wear professional attire and bring a 
copy of their resume or business card.
The international business career expo is set to take 
place from 6 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. in the Loosemore Forum of 
the L. William Seidman Center.
To RSVP for this event, go to www.gvsu.edu/internation- 
albusiness.
STARTING A BUSINESS WORKSHOP
The Small Business Development Center of West 
Michigan (SBDC) will host a free workshop geared to­
ward aspiring entrepreneurs and future business owners 
on March 2.
At "Starting a Business/Writing a Business Plan," 
workshop moderators will discuss important concepts 
such as start-up costs, financing options, business plan­
ning and more. Attendees will also have the opportunity 
to learn more about themselves and their individual 
leadership abilities.
The workshop will take place from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m. at 
MAREC, located at 200 Viridian Dr. Muskegon, Ml, 49440.
For more information about the workshop, contact the 
SBDC West Michigan at (616) 331-7370 or sbdc@gvsu.edu.
SPAGHETTI DINNER WILL RAISE MONEY FOR LOCAL 
CAMP
The ladies of Alpha Omicron Pi will raise money for a 
local camp through a spaghetti dinner open to the entire 
campus community on March 1.
Located in Grand Rapids, the Indian Trails Camp gives 
individuals with disabilities the opportunity to participate in 
recreational activities and build long-lasting relationships.
Tickets for the AOII spaghetti dinner cost $4 if bought 
from a sister and $5 at the door, with all proceeds going 
toward the Indian Trails Camp. Ticket-buyers will be treated 
to an endless buffet of salad, bread and spaghetti.
The spaghetti dinner is from 7 p.m. until 10 p.m. at the 
AOII House, located at 5050 Pierce St., Building F.
‘FORKS OVER KNIVES’ DOCUMENTARY SCREENING
The negative impacts of animal-based and processed 
foods will be the point of discussion during a screening of 
the documentary, “Forks Over Knives," on March 2.
The screening will be hosted by the Grand Valley State 
University organization Cage Free, a group devoted to 
educating the campus community on the benefits of plant- 
based diets.
In “Forks Over Knives,” viewers will learn about the con­
nection between degenerative diseases and the common 
diet of processed foods.
The screening is LIB 100/201 and scheduled to take place 
from 7 p.m. until 9:30 p.m. in Room 107 in Manitou Hall. 
Attendees are invited to stay after the screening for a short 
discussion panel about the documentary.
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CAMPUS SAFETY
Annual testing of the [sirens Vo sound! 
GVSUAIert! system LonMarch4...
BY HANNAH LENTZ
ASSOOATE@LANTHORN.COM
rand Valley State Uni­
versity will be testing its 
emergency system at noon 
on March 4. The test will 
include GVSUAIert! emer­
gency messaging, emergency website 
updating, and the Allendale outdoor 
emergency notification system.
There is no action required from any­
one receiving the alert and university op­
erations will continue as normal. Severe 
weather will postpone the test until the 
following day. The department of public 
safety will send out a message through GV­
SUAIert! to all students, faculty and staff.
A test message will also be heard on the 
university’s outdoor warning system on the 
Allendale Campus.
GVSUAIert! emergency notifications 
are delivered through a combination of 
text, email and voice messaging, depend­
ing on what information was provided by 
the user for the GVSUAIert! opt-in pro­
gram. The system is designed to quickly 
notify the campus community of im­
portant information during emergency 
incidents. Users may receive alerts for 
incidents such as gas leaks, winter weath­
er closures, armed suspects on campus, 
power outages or any other incidents that 
require emergency notification.
Reminders of the annual testing will be 
posted on the GVSU Police Departments
Twitter, Facebook and on G VNow.
“We want members of the commu­
nity to be aware of the test, especially 
since many students will be away from 
campus for spring break,” said GVPD 
Capt. Brandon DeHaan. “Students, fac­
ulty and staff will be getting alerts, but 
this is simply a test to make sure emer­
gency alerts are operational.”
Users can update contact information 
on GVSUAIert! at any time. Questions 
may be referred to Sgt. William O’Donnell 
in the emergency managements office at 
(616) 331-7526 or odonnewi@gvsu.edu.
GO TO:
www.gvsu.edu/gvsualert
FOR MORE INFORMA TION
CLIMATE
CONTINUED FROM A1
decrease for faculty, going from 
80 percent to 76 percent this 
year. For staff, that number de­
creased 3 percent, from 83 per­
cent to 80 percent.
As an institution, 84 percent 
of Lakers feel the campus cli­
mate is comfortable, a decrease 
of 4 percent since the last sur­
vey. This is following a down­
ward trend, as the 2011 total 
decreased from the 90 percent 
of Lakers who felt the climate 
was comfortable in 2005.
“While perception of cli­
mate has decreased slightly 
since 2011 (and) experiences 
with negative factors have in­
creased with two populations, 
the commitment to improve 
actions with climate has in­
creased overall,” Bernal said. 
“It’s unusual. Usually, you see
increases across the board.”
Though the total percent­
age of Lakers who rank the 
climate as comfortable has 
decreased, this may be caused 
by many factors.
“I think the change in cam­
pus demographics (since 2011) 
is important,” said Andrew 
Plague, projects assistant for 
the Division of Inclusion and 
Equity. “Part of this is the high­
er response rate.”
One of the concerning areas 
for Bernal is the negative expe­
riences transgender students 
are having at GVSU.
“Climate has improved 
significantly for women since 
2011,” Bernal said. It has also 
improved for LGBQA, but 
I left out the T. Transgender 
has a different finding.”
However, Bernal said 
those reported negative ex­
periences have a silver lining. 
In past surveys, not enough
transgender students partici­
pated in the survey to be able 
to have their voices heard in 
significant numbers.
“I think that as we build a 
critical mass of people in terms 
of people of color, LGBT, spe­
cifically transgender, we do 
have a lot of work to make sure 
that people that come here 
feel included and supported,” 
Plague said. “There’s some 
work to do. We have some 
goals to set and a bar to reach.”
The new data will allow the 
Division of Inclusion and Eq­
uity to begin creating subcom­
mittees and focus groups in 
order to evaluate how the uni­
versity can implement change 
in order to create a more wel­
coming space for individuals 
who may need more support, 
like people of color and trans­
gender individuals.
While the data from this 
year’s survey is still being ana­
lyzed, the Division of Inclusion 
and Equity will hold an open 
forum on March 2 to discuss 
the initial results of the survey. 
The campus-wide meeting will 
be held from 3 p.m. until 4:30 
p.m. in the Pere Marquette 
Room of the Kirkhof Center. 
Those who are unable to at­
tend the meeting in person 
may participate online by go­
ing to www.gvsu.edu/mygvsu 
during the forum.
“The big takeaway is that 
this is just the start of the con­
versation,” Bernal said. “We will 
continue to use the data to cre­
ate change on campus. We do 
understand that there are really 
good examples of exceptionally 
welcoming and inclusive units 
on campus, (but) how do we 
replicate that everywhere? We 
have a lot to be proud of, but 
that’s not a consistent experi­
ence across campus.”
LIBRARY
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“We pretty much tossed everything 
about the old library in the sense of en­
vironments itself’ Van Orsdel said. “We 
wanted to give (students) the tools to 
manage their own learning so that once 
we got them into the building we could 
keep them there.”
Since the opening of the library in 
June of 2013, there have been 2.7 mil­
lion total visits to the building, 4,833 
visits in an average day (6,456 visits 
in an average day during finals week),
records of over 1,000 students in the 
building at one time, 50 intellectual 
events this year in partnership with 30 
academic departments or units and 10 
exhibits in the Exhibition Space.
“Students gravitate to the building 
because it supports the basic need to 
feel connected to others and to the 
larger community of Grand Valley,” 
O’Kelly said. “The library design helps 
students believe they matter and the 
library is a place that helps them flour­
ish academically. Students value the 
spaces, services and experts available 
to them and see the library as ‘home 
base’ while enrolled.”
DONATIONS
CONTINUED FROM A1
Grand Valley and we are very gratified for 
that,” Blinkhorn said. “Over 8.3 percent of 
alumni gave back last year to Grand Valley, 
it’s a pretty good increase but we still have 
a ways to go. One of the things President 
Haas would like to see is us to cross that 10 
percent line by 2020.”
Blinkhorn urged the senators to always 
participate in tradition events and the Lak­
er for a Lifetime campaign. However, after 
graduating, he asked that they continue to 
stay engaged in the GVSU community and 
to volunteer and give annually.
MAKING A SPLASH:
Students enjoy the 
sunset and waves 
the Grand Haven 
beach on Feb. 20. 
While last weekend 
was unseasonably 
warm, more snow 
and cold will hit West 
Michigan on Tuesday 
night.
EMILY FRYE 
GVL
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m
WHO WAS THE LAST AFRICAN 
AMERICAN PERSON TO WIN AN 
ACADEMY AWARO FOR BEST ACTOR/ 
ACTRESS IN A LEADING ROLE?
Submit answers by walking 
mto the office of Multicultural 
Affairs in 1240 KC and filling 
out an answer sheet. The first 
correct answer will win a prize! 
Winner wiH be notified by the 
end of the week.
Good luck!
m
a • ♦ ♦t
GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN 
# (QGVLNEWS
FEBRUARY 29, 2016
NEWS | A3
STUDENT AID
What to know before filling out the FAFSA
Financial Aid Office helps students with new updates
BY DREW HOWARD
ASSISTANTNEWS@LANTHORN.COM
s the deadline for the 
FAFSA looms just over 
the horizon, the Grand 
Valley State University 
Financial Aid Office is 
helping students avoid unnecessary 
headache by offering one-on-one as­
sistance with filling out the form.
The FAFSA, or the Free Applica­
tion for Federal Student Aid, is a form 
that determines if students are eligible 
to receive financial aid. Financial aid 
can come in the form of grants, schol­
arships, loans, or work studies.
Students looking to receive finan­
cial aid are expected to complete the 
form by March 1. If the form is com­
pleted past the deadline, students 
will still be eligible, but not guaran­
teed, to receive financial aid.
The Financial Aid Office of­
fers walk-in hours for students to 
fill out the FAFSA on weekdays 
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. There, 
students can complete the form 
on one of two available comput­
ers with assistance from front desk 
employees or office counselors.
Nicholas Bromley, assistant di­
rector of financial aid, said students
should come prepared with tax docu­
ments and proof of identification nec­
essary to fill out the FAFSA.
“Students can bring in tax docu­
ments from 2015 if the student and 
parent(s) have already filled out taxes 
for that year, or (tax documents) from 
the previous year,” Bromley said. “Stu­
dents should also bring in identifica­
tion cards such as a social security 
card, that way the way their name ap­
pears on their social security card is 
the way its put into the FAFSA.”
New to this years FAFSA is the 
requirement of an online FSA ID for 
both the student and their parent. In 
previous years, students would simply 
use a federal pen to sign their form.
Lauren McElrath, assistant direc­
tor of Financial Aid, said creating the 
FSA ID is a whole separate process 
that should be completed before a 
student fills out the FAFSA.
“I would say creating the FSA ID 
is one of the most important things 
students need to know because they 
don’t know they need to do it un­
til the end,” McElrath said. “TheyTl 
submit it without a signature and 
it comes to us rejected, which pro­
longs the FAFSA processing.”
Although not every student will 
be eligible to earn grant money,
Bromley encourages all individuals 
to fill out the FAFSA regardless of 
their financial status.
“Some families assume they 
won’t be eligible for any need-based 
aid like grants, but they don’t re­
ally know that for sure unless they 
do the FAFSA,” Bromley said. “And 
some families are on the border, so 
it’s worth doing it to find out.”
McElrath added that the FAFSA 
is worth filling out, since everyone 
who completes it is guaranteed 
some form of financial aid.
“At the very least, you will be of­
fered a loan - a low interest loan, for 
one, and a loan that doesn’t require 
a co-signer,” she said. “Most fami­
lies say they don’t want a loan and 
they will go straight to Sallie Mae 
or their local bank, but they just 
missed out on this low-interest loan 
that you don’t have to co-sign.”
A financial aid counselor will 
also be available to assist students 
this Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
the North C building on GVSU’s 
Allendale Campus.
GO TO:
www.gvsu.edu/flnancialaid
FOR MORE INFORMATION
MAKING DEADLINE: GVSU student Sydney Wiltshire helps another student at the 
Financial Aid office front desk on Feb. 26 in Allendale, gvl | kasey garvelink
AWARENESS
Student group focuses on human trafficking education
BY TAYLOR FUSSMAN
TFUSSMA N@LAN THORN. COM
TAKING ACTION: GVSU students wait to watch the "Sex and Money” documentary on the issue of human trafficking across the nation in 
Lake Ontario on Feb. 25. The documentary was brought to GVSU by the International Justice Mission (IJM) organization, gvl | SARA carte
he chilling truth of human trafficking gripped 
the International Justice Mission (IJM) and 
guests to the edge of their seats at they watched 
“Sex and Money,” an unsettling documentary 
on the horrors of human trafficking.
“Sex and Money: A National Search for Human Worth” is 
a feature-length documentary that follows the filmmakers, a 
group of photojournalists, as they travel through the U.S. to 
expose the facts behind human sex trafficking in the country.
The film provides an educational look at crime through 
interviews with several survivors of human trafficking, a 
man who formerly trafficked young girls, various experts, 
law enforcement officers and government officials.
IJM, a student organization at GVSU, is a chapter of a 
larger organization that was created to inform students 
about human trafficking and to take action by seeking 
justice for those who are oppressed.
“When students first learn about how large-scale human 
trafficking is, they think they can’t do anything to help,” said 
Melissa Gatto, financial officer for IJM. “I just want them to 
know that yes, this is a large issue that encompasses many 
things, but even as a student you can have an impact.”
Rachael Rutkowski, the president of IJM, said the group
exists to provide facts and statistics on human trafficking, 
provide practical ways to eliminate human exploitation, 
and to provide a safe atmosphere for discussion.
Along with showing educational films such as “Sex and 
Money,” IJM at GVSU is connected with the campus and 
surrounding communities in a number of ways.
IJM has volunteered with Women At Risk and the 
Manasseh Project, which focuses on the restoration of vic­
tims in West Michigan. In addition to its off-campus in­
volvement, IJM tries to support other GVSU organizations if 
they have a speaker coming to discuss human trafficking by 
offering volunteer opportunities after the presentation.
When Gatto first came to college she said that she, like many 
college students, did not know much about human trafficking.
“If I were to hear the words human trafficking, I would picture 
something along the lines of ‘Taken,’ where it’s someone being
SEE TRAFFICKING I A5
BUSINESS
MAREC competition helps fund innovative ideas
INVENTION: Natalie Carmolli presents her idea at 
the 5x5 Night on Feb. 23. GVL I LUKE HOLMES
BY MEGHAN MCBRADY
MMCBRADY@LANTHORN.COM
W
hat’s your big idea?
That’s the question posed 
to inventors and entrepreneurs 
throughout West Michigan at the 
monthly 5x5 Night at Grand Valley 
State University’s Michigan Alternative and Re­
newable Energy Center (MAREC). Five creators 
had the chance to present their ideas to a panel of 
five judges for the chance to win a $5,000 grant.
Sponsored by Emerge West Michigan, the 
goal of the competition is to move ideas forward 
and there are no restrictions on what product, 
idea, or business venture is presented.
The community votes on the ideas pre­
sented during the allotted 5x5 Night and the 
selected presenters will explain why they need 
the $5,000 to move their idea along and find 
other resources to turn their idea into a reality.
The most recent installment in the
WORD SCRAMBLE
Rearrange the letters to spell 
something pertaining to astrology.
DAOCZI
ovtpoz :jd<wsuy
monthly series was at MAREC on Feb. 23 
from 5 p.m. until 7 p.m.
Kevin Ricco, the director of MAREC, said 
that the products he saw on Tuesday, which 
ranged from the bed bud, an alarm clock de­
signed to send vibration through a mattress until 
the user physically gets up to turn off the device, 
to a genetic identification device for testing water 
milfoil in the Great Lakes, were all interesting.
He also said that the winning idea, was a 
fishbowl program that looks at creating a spe­
cial marketing vessel for the arts and enter­
tainment industry on the lake shore to provide 
tours during the spring and summer months, 
and that the other ideas that judges saw on the 
5x5 Night provide a better insight into how 
creative and innovative West Michigan can be.
“Some of the ideas and inventions are 
community-centric and they have the biggest 
picture in mind when creating something en­
trepreneur in design,” he said. “It really is all 
over the board as it is about finding, from time
to time, what will provide and allow people to 
see that there is an opportunity in finding a 
missing piece with present inventions and in 
making lives or products a little safer.”
Silvia Diedrich, the administrative coor­
dinator at MAREC, said that even if an idea 
doesn’t win, the presenter’s concept is still out 
in the public and they have the chance to meet 
and be involved with business incubators to 
provide funding or further their research.
“This is a great opportunity for anyone that 
has an idea and really want to take their ideas to 
next level and showcase their idea or product to 
gain some exposure,” she said. “Ultimately, it is 
kind of a win-win even if they win or not.”
The next 5x5 Night will be on March 23 at 5 
p.m. in the L.V. Eberhard Center in Grand Rap­
ids. Current ideas submitted for the 5x5 Night in­
clude Fire & Ice, a portable thermal ice maker, and
SEE MAREC | A5
Ride Th« Rapid! 
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EDITORIAL
Professors are 
people, too
Campus Climate results show more 
outreach is needed for faculty, staff
n Feb. 26, Grand 
Valley State Uni­
versity’s myGV- 
SU Campus 
Climate Survey 
data began to be analyzed by 
the Division of Inclusion and 
Equity. The study collected 
student, faculty and staff feel­
ings and thoughts about a 
range of topics, including how 
welcome they felt on campus 
and how happy they are to be 
part of the Laker community.
Thought the results are 
still preliminary, there were 
some immediately notable 
changes from the last Campus 
Climate Survey conducted in 
2011. Overall, GVSU student 
comfort levels increased, but 
students of color and trans­
gender students felt less com­
fortable with the campus cli­
mate. In addition, faculty and 
staff comfort levels decreased 
across the board.
Its easy to see that GVSU 
has many visible resources 
for students, such as the 
Womens Center and Milton 
E. Ford LGBT Resource Cen­
ter. These offices are centrally 
located and involved with 
events and sponsoring activi­
ties on campus, proving many 
opportunities to enhance the 
campus environment for stu­
dents. On the surface, oppor­
tunities for faculty and staff 
do not seem to be as present.
According to the recent 
survey results, the percent­
ages of faculty and staff 
who felt the campus climate 
was comfortable saw a 4 
percent decrease for faculty 
since 2041, going from 80 
percent to 76 percent this 
year. For staff, that number 
decreased 3 percent, from 
83 percent to 80 percent.
These survey results show 
a dangerous trend, which 
must be addressed moving 
forward. GVSU should be 
striving to replicate the mod­
el it follows to ensure student
success and apply a version 
of that model to its faculty 
and staff. Though there are 
some support systems al­
ready in place for faculty and 
staff, the level of this engage­
ment and community build­
ing should be amplified. Fac­
ulty and staff are vital to the 
Laker environment and the 
community owes it to them 
to make sure they feel wel­
come in their workplace.
Students at GVSU have 
reported in the past that they 
often identify with faculty and 
staff of the same background, 
and the university should take 
this into consideration. When 
students are looking for sup­
port from someone who does 
not have an ample support 
system themselves, the blind 
begin to lead the blind.
Professors’ attitude and 
perceived levels of support 
can also make the difference 
between a good class and a 
bad class for students. A hap­
py professor is enthusiastic 
about their teaching material, 
cares about whether their stu­
dents learn and put effort into 
their job. An unhappy faculty 
member can make going to 
class a chore and the learning 
process very difficult. GVSU 
needs to find a way to make 
sure that our faculty and staff 
grow more comfortable on 
campus, rather than the cur­
rent trend that was presented 
in the Campus Climate Sur­
vey results. If not, the univer­
sity risks losing valued mem­
bers of the Laker community.
Offering support services, 
stress relief programming 
and community building 
events for faculty and staff 
would be beneficial not only 
for morale, but for overall at­
titude as well. If GVSU has a 
comfortable, satisfied faculty 
and staff, that will radiate 
positively through their po­
sitions and have a lasting im­
pact on the community.
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WHAT IS A LANTHORN?
Lant • horn, n [old English]
Lanthorn is two syllables, 
pronounced Lant-horn. It is a 
lantern that was used in mid- 
to-late 16th century Europe. It
single lens made of a thin piece 
of ox or steer horn. It was used 
for illumination and as a beacon.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn 
slogan is: "Give light and the
was constructed of leather and a people will find their own way.'
GVL OPINION POLICY
The goal of the Grand Valley 
Lanthorn’s opinion page is to act 
as a forum for public discussion, 
comment and criticism in the 
Grand Valley State University 
community. Student opinions 
published here do not 
necessarily reflect those of the 
paper as an entity.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn 
aims to be a safe vehicle for 
community discussion. The 
Lanthorn will not publish 
or entertain any forms of 
hate speech, but will not 
discriminate against any other 
views, opinions or beliefs. The 
content, information and views 
expressed are not approved by 
nor necessarily represent those 
of the university, its Board of 
Trustees, officers, faculty or staff.
Reader submissions on the 
opinion page appear as space 
permits, and are reserved 
for letters to the editor only.
all other reader-generated 
content can be submitted to 
the Grand Valley Lanthorn’s 
YourSpace page by emailing 
community(g>lanthorn.com.
Letters to the editor should 
include the author’s full name 
and relevant title along with a 
valid email and phone number 
for confirming the identity of 
the author. Letters should be 
approximately 500-650 words 
in length, and are not edited 
by the staff of the Grand Valley 
Lanthorn outside of technical 
errors for clarity.
To make a submission, 
email at editorial@lanthorn. 
com or by dropping off your 
submission in person at:
0051 KIRKHOF CENTER 
GRAND VALLEY STATE 
UNIVERSITY 
ALLENDALE, Ml 49401 
616-826-8276
WHAT’S YOUR PROBLEM?
HAVE A PROBLEM THAT 
YOU NEED HELP SOLVING? 
SEND US AN EMAIL.
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM
GVL EDITORIAL CARTOON By Taylor Scholtens
Age is more than just a number
BY JAKE KEELEY
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM
ge, although just 
a number, plays 
such a pivotal 
role in our lives. 
Age acts a gate­
keeper to whatever activity 
either your parents or the 
government has deemed in­
appropriate for you. Whether 
it is an increase in curfew, be­
ing able to drive, vote, drink 
alcohol or run for president, 
age is often the sole determi­
nant in whether or not you
are allowed these privileges.
However since I have no 
plans to be commander in 
chief, and my mother no lon­
ger has the power to impose 
a curfew on me, I must ask 
myself: what else do I have to 
look forward to? Is 21 already 
the pinnacle of my young life?
Turning 21 has been a lot 
of fun, but with age comes 
wisdom, and my newfound 
wisdom is telling me that I will 
not, in fact, be forever young. 
Reminders come in different 
forms every day. As a prime 
example, I just did a brilliant 
karaoke rendition of “Ocean 
Avenue” by the great American 
philosophers, “Yellowcard,” as 
if that song was some recog­
nized classic. To my surprise, 
‘Ocean Avenue’ came out 
twelve years ago, not five.
Not only that, but I be­
lieve the lyrics go, ‘We were 
both 18 and it felt so right,’ 
not ‘We were both 21 and it 
felt so right’. That’s because
nothing feels as right at 21 as 
it did at 18. For a stark con­
trast, but historically the best 
genre of music ever, Crunk 
music has not been popular 
for more than 10 years. To 
the dismay of my mother, I 
grew up on that stuff. I guess 
she didn’t think the lyrics to 
“Get Low” were appropriate 
for an elementary student.
Now I could go on and 
on about these pop culture 
reminders - “Fuller House” 
was just made — but noth­
ing is more relevant to me 
than what’s happening in 
the sports world.
Derek Jeter does not play 
baseball anymore. Kobe Bryant 
is playing his last season in the 
NBA, where there are a large 
number of players that I am 
older than. Nicklas Lidstrom 
just played in an alumni game. 
Peyton Manning looked old as 
dirt in the Super Bowl.
But it’s not just the players 
that are making me feel old,
it’s the rules. There used to be 
a segment titled ‘Jacked Up’ on 
ESPN celebrating the biggest 
hits in the NFL over the past 
week. Now you can’t even 
touch anyone without drawing 
a penalty, and the same goes 
for hockey. Watching high­
lights of my favorite safety ever, 
John Lynch, makes me ques­
tion whether or not he would 
be able to play in today’s game.
But maybe I’m just worry­
ing too much. There are some 
things that 1 do look forward 
to in my later stages of life. 
Going to bed at a reasonable 
time, hosting family parties, 
driving a minivan...Wait, 
these all seem horrible.
No, but honestly a career 
and a couple juniors run­
ning around can’t be all that 
bad. I’m sure parents enjoy 
nothing more than watching 
their offspring score their first 
goal. Because it’s always fun 
to watch other people score 
goals, instead of yourself.
Every month is White History Month
BY DANIELLE ZUKOWSKI
EDITORIALmANTHORN.COM
ebruary is com­
ing to a close, as 
is Black His­
tory Month. 
Each year, this 
recognition of accomplish­
ments never goes without 
some dissent regarding the 
minority focus. This year, 
the opposition came from a 
cousin of mine in the form 
of a Facebook meme and 
one comment supporting 
his view. The meme read, “I 
forgot, when is White His­
tory Month?” and a com-
menter’s response of “HA!! 
That’d be too racist!”
The posed question is face­
tious and rhetorical. It is aimed 
to be a satirical representation 
of these ideologues’ opinion 
that Black History Month is in 
some way unfair to them and 
unnecessary, due to the ab­
sence of a similar observance 
for white people: the majority.
The commenter believes 
they are being intellectu­
ally sarcastic by saying it 
would be racist and thereby 
mocking those who feel this 
is true. They think they are 
illustrating hypocrisy in so­
ciety, or a double standard 
for these two races. How­
ever, there are many issues 
with this way of thinking.
To respond to this misin­
formed post, I will address it as 
if the question was genuine.
There was one other 
comment to this Facebook 
post, and it truly begins the 
conversation of why we don’t 
have a White History Month. 
The person wrote “every day 
of the year.” White history is
celebrated significantly more 
than that of its minority coun­
terparts. It’s more frequently 
read in books and textbooks, 
print and digital media, heard 
in songs and other forms of 
creative expression.
White history is not dedi­
cated a specific month because 
it’s not underrepresented. 
Minority history is marginal­
ized and significantly less 
represented in entertainment, 
education and many other 
realms therefore this month is 
dedicated to remedy some of 
that under-recognition.
Recognition during this 
month is not special, extra 
attention. It is not racist. It is 
attempting to alleviate one 
aspect of the equality gap 
for one minority group. It 
would, in fact, be racist to 
have a White History Month 
when white history already 
dominates nearly all fields of 
society. If this annual obser­
vance were to exist, it would 
shift even more focus to the 
dominant group from the 
minorities and further con­
tribute to racial inequality.
So, I guess the better ques­
tion is not why don’t we have 
a White History Month, but 
why is the history of minorities 
being so underrepresented?
We celebrate white history 
every day of the year, yet some 
white individuals are upset 
with this designated month to 
shed light on African Ameri­
can accomplishments that are 
often overlooked. This issue 
goes back to the same root of 
why some people advocate All 
Lives Matter in protest against 
Black Lives Matter.
These protesters fail to 
recognize that saying black 
lives have significance does 
not mean other lives don’t 
matter. This movement is try­
ing to equalize that impor­
tance. They aren’t pushing 
that black lives matter more, 
but that they matter too and 
should be represented. This 
is reflective of the same basis 
of why Black History Month 
exists: to recognize the 
significance in depreciated 
historical achievements.
VALLEY QUOTE
"Only a free and unrestrained 
press can effectively expose 
deception in government.”
Hugo Black, 1971
Supreme Court Justice
THIS ISSUE’S QUESTION
Did you complete the 
campus climate survey?
LOG ON & VOTE
www.lanthorn.com
BLOG
Be mindful of your money
By Kelly Smith
www.lanthorn.com
QUESTION OF THE ISSUE
DID YOU COMPLETE THE CAMPUS CLIMATE SURVEY?
MELISSA PYLE
"Yes I did. I thought it was a good idea. I think 
it can always help."
YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: History and secondary education 
HOMETOWN: Farmington, Michigan
KEVIN SOR
"I believe so. I felt like it was beneficial of 
me as a student to give my feedback to the 
climate at GVSU and how the environment is 
for students."
YEAR: Junior 
MAJOR: Accounting 
HOMETOWN: Jenison, Michigan
GABE HESSENTHALER
”1 did. because it was put in front of me.”
YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Anthropology
HOMETOWN: Huntington Woods, Michigan
SYMPHONEE MONTGOMERY
“Yes I did. I work at Padnos International Center 
and my boss was really advocating that his 
employees fill out the climate survey so that the 
faculty members and staff can respond to how 
the students were feeling.”
YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Biomedical science
HOMETOWN: Grand Rapids. Michigan
• • •
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Laker Leap Day babies
Some GV students to celebrate their 5th birthdays
BY MADDIE FORSHEE & HANNAH LENTZ
NEWS@LANTHORN.COM
he chance of being bom on Leap 
Day is about one in 1,461, giving 
any Grand Valley State University 
student a 0.2 percent chance of hav­
ing a I^ap Day birthday.
Since Leap Day only happens once every 
four years, it creates a special challenge for 
the select few Leap Day babies.
“I think its pretty cool,” said Angela 
DiFranco, a sophomore nursing student 
who was born on Feb. 29. “When I was lit­
tle, people used to tease me all the time, but 
I just think its something unique”
DiFranco has gotten used to the jokes about 
her being 5 years old and said that she really 
doesn’t mind it now that she’s gotten older.
“It gives me an excuse to be childish,” she said.
To celebrate her birthday, her sorority 
sisters are throwing her a birthday fit for a 
5-year-old, complete with board games.
When she was younger and a much bigger fan 
of Justin Beiber than she is now, DiFranco used 
to celebrate her birthday on March 1, Beiber’s 
birthday. Now, she said, she just celebrates it on 
whichever day is more convenient. 9mm
DiFranco has crossed paths 
with a few other Leap Day babies, 
including one girl that lived in 
her dorm, Megan Chapman.
“It’s cool meeting people 
with Leap Day birthdays, be­
cause then there’s that instant 
connection,” DiFranco said.
Chapman, a sophomore from 
Ishpeming, Michigan studying 
accounting, said she also enjoys 
having a unique birthday.
“When I was younger, I used 
to get mad because people would 
(tease me),” Chapman said. “As I 
got older, I realized that it’s really unique and 
really cool. It’s not necessarily bad, but I’ve got­
ten to appreciate it more as I’ve gotten older.”
Chapman considers Feb. 28 closer to her real
“It’s cool meeting 
people with Leap 
Day birthdays, 
because then 
there’s that instant 
connection.”
ANGELA DIFRANCO 
GVSUSTUDENT
UNIQUE: Megan Chapman, an accounting major, 
was born on Leap Day. GVL | AUDRA GAMBLE
birthday, so that’s when she celebrates it.
“I celebrate it every year, so it’s really 
not that different,” she said. “When it actu­
ally comes around, I make a point that my 
real birthday is going to be here.”
Identifying as a 4-year-old for ice breaking 
purposes, Erin Cooper, a sophomore double 
majoring in supply chain management and 
marketing, has gotten used to 
■■■» her unconventional day of birth.
“Normally, we celebrated my 
birthday on the day closest to the 
weekend like most people, but as 
I got older, I decided to take ad­
vantage of it to celebrate on the 
28th and March 1 so I kind of get 
two birthdays,” Cooper said.
Double birthdays isn’t the 
only benefit for Cooper.
“On my license, it says that 
1 turn 21 on the 28th because 
I don’t have an actual birthday 
next year,” she said.
Though being born on a 
Leap Day doesn’t really seem 
to interrupt day-to-day operations for Laker 
Leap Day babies, it certainly allows for those 
students to win every “interesting fact” com­
petition on the first day of class each semester.
TRAFFICKING
CONTINUED FROM A3
kidnapped in a different 
country,” Gatto said.
However, when she re­
alized human trafficking 
is a much larger problem 
than this, she joined IJM,
along with a friend, in or­
der to learn about what 
trafficking looks like in 
Grand Rapids and what 
organizations were already 
addressing the issue.
IJM welcomes new mem­
bers who are looking to help 
solve this injustice. Rutkows-
ki said that the hope of IJM is 
to produce new leaders with 
new ideas and passions.
“IJM at GVSU just wants 
to help connect students to 
resources and organiza­
tions that are available to 
join,” Gatto said.
MAREC
CONTINUED FROM A3
FARMWORKERS.O.S, an app that will con­
nect farmers to supportive services in and out 
of Michigan.
Ricco said that since the event is open to 
the public, it is the chance for GVSU stu­
dents, faculty and staff to showcase their 
ideas and skills in their given fields.
“I think there is an opportunity here to bet­
ter promote this to the student body at Grand 
Valley,” he said. “We have a huge student pop­
ulation, a lot of creativity, innovation, and if 
you have that connection, then you can see it 
as a community benefit or business venue and 
this is a great platform to use."
GO TO:
www.5x5nlght.com
FOR MORE INFORMATION
FACULTY FEATURE
‘Life as a peep show’
Vision-impaired professor to give HerStory lecture
upcoming installment.
Velez Ortiz has been a 
communications professor 
at GVSU for seven years, 
teaching classes in almost all 
areas of the study.
Born and raised in Puerto 
Rico, she moved to Indiana 
as a teenager to attend Pur­
due University, but quickly 
realized her English profi­
ciency stood in the way of 
her studies. Since Puerto 
Rico is a commonwealth of 
the U.S., which made her a 
citizen of the country, she 
wasn’t required to take a lan­
guage proficiency test upon 
enrolling.
Despite having a yearning 
for knowledge, she couldn’t 
complete much of the course- 
work due to the language 
barrier and decided to take a 
break to attend a community 
college and began working 
to sharpen her English skills 
before returning to Purdue to 
study communication.
“I changed ever since 
then, I became so interested 
in rhetoric, which is not a co­
incidence,” Velez Ortiz said.
LOG ON TO:
www.lanthorn.com
FOR THE FULL ARTICLE
OVERCOMING: Melba Velez Ortiz poses for the camera. She is a 
GVSU communications professor. COURTESY I MELBA VELEZ ORTIZ
BY SANDA VAZGEC
SVAZGEC@LA N THORN. COM
or the past 13 
years, Grand 
Valley State Uni­
versity has cele­
brated the lives of 
women in leadership positions 
at the institution through the 
HerStory Series. On March 1, 
the first installment of 2016 
will feature the inspirational 
story of Melba Velez Ortiz. 
The event will be held from 
noon until 1 p.m. in the Kirk- 
hof Center Room 2204.
The HerStory Series is 
hosted by the GVSU Women’s 
Commission and has shared 
the stories of more than 50 
women from GVSU faculty 
and staff. The goal is to build 
community by looking deeper 
into the lives of campus leaders 
and their distinctive journeys 
through the path of success.
“It provides an opportu­
nity to see a female leader as 
a real person,” said Kristen 
Evans, chair of the Women’s 
Commission. “Often, the 
women who participate in 
HerStory will share very inti­
mate details about their lives 
and their struggles, both per­
sonally and professionally, 
that the campus community 
wouldn’t have the opportu­
nity to hear otherwise.”
The Women’s Commis­
sions hosts two to four install­
ments of the series each year 
and the speakers are nominat­
ed by members of the GVSU 
community. Evans said Velez 
Ortiz was heavily recom­
mended to be the focus of the
Theme of the Week:
Favorite Spring Break destinations
Post a photo of your favorite Spring Break 
destination. Make sure to post to Instagram 
and hashtag #GVTOTW and #GVLANTHORN 
for a chance to win.
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CAREER EXPLORATION SEMINAR WITH BRIAN 
BALMAGES
Brian Balmages, director of instrumental publica­
tions for FJH Music Company Inc. will be speaking with 
students about his career at 3 p.m. on Feb. 29 in the 
Cook-DeWitt Center.
Balmages is an award-winning composer, conductor, 
producer and performer. His music for winds, brass and 
orchestra has been performed throughout the world.
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has 
incorporated groups ranging from elementary schools to 
professional ensembles.
World premieres have included prestigious ven­
ues such as Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center and 
Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed 
as part of the 2013 Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, 
which was attended by both President Barack Obama 
and Vice President Joe Biden.
Balmages received his bachelor’s degree in music 
from James Madison University and his master's degree 
from the University of Miami in Florida.
The event is free and open to the public. For more 
information, visit www.gvsu.edu/music.
GRAVITY HAS A STORY TO TELL: Lice’s FIRST 
GRAVITATIONAL WAVE DETECTION
Shane Larson will be giving a lecture about the 
recent gravitation wave detection at Grand Valley State 
University at 3 p.m. on March 2 in the Loutit Lecture Hall.
Larson is a research associate professor 
at Northwestern University in the Center for 
Interdisciplinary Exploration and Research in 
Astrophysics (CIERA) and an astronomer in the de­
partment of astronomy at the Adler Planetarium. In 
1916, Einstein used his description of gravity — general 
relativity — to make a prediction about the cosmos.
He predicted that gravity should warp the fabric of 
the Universe, and that warpage should move from one 
place to another. This phenomenon was called gravita­
tional waves.
For 40 years, physicists tried to understand this 
idea and decide whether it was possible to detect 
these waves. It took 60 years to build an experiment 
capable of detecting these faint ripples of gravity; this 
project is called Laser Interferometer Gravitational- 
Wave Observatory (LIGO) On Sept. 14, 2015 the LIGO 
observatories in Washington and Louisiana made good 
on Einstein’s century old predication. The thousands of 
scientists working on LIGO concluded they had detected 
the first gravitational waves from space. The source was 
the merger of two black holes, 1.3 billion lightyears away 
from Earth. In the lecture, Larson will talk about this 
discovery — how it was found, what LIGO detected, what 
it taught us about the Universe, and where the research 
will take scientists in the future.
The event is free and open to the public. For more 
information, contact the physics department (616) 
331-2274.
6RAN0 RAPIDS: Four GVSU alumni are members of the local band, Valley Girl, which will 
perform its first ever show on March 4 at the Pyramid Scheme. COURTESY I VALLEY GIRL
LOCAL MUSIC
GV alumni 
start a 
pop band
BY MELISSA LAPORTE
MLAPORTE@LANTHORN.COM
our-fifths of a new Michi­
gan pop band is made up 
of recent Grand Valley State 
University graduates that are 
chasing their dreams, pro­
ducing and performing music.
Jake Nuechterlein, the band’s gui­
tarist, said he believes receiving sup­
port from the community is important 
for local bands such as theirs and that 
GVSU students should come out to 
their upcoming debut show in Grand 
Rapids. He said he enjoys meeting and 
talking to students after the show.
“I think it would be cool for (current 
students) to see GVSU (graduates) living 
out their dreams and chasing their dream 
in music,” Nuechterlein said. “Were very 
thankful for everything that we’ve learned 
from GVSU, and its actually where we all 
met and it’s what brought us together. With­
out GVSU, we wouldn’t be here.”
This group is made up of five men, four 
of whom graduated from GVSU in April of 
2015. They named their band after the 1983 
Nicolas Cage movie, “Valley Girl.” Valley 
Girl’s singer and guitarist, Ryley Grayson, 
said he originally wanted the name to be 
Valley Girls, but the name was already taken 
by another band so they took inspiration 
from the Nicolas Cage film.
Valley Girl started up in February 2015 
and recorded their self-titled EP (extended 
play) in Nashville during March of 2015. 
The EP holds four songs, but Valley Girl 
plans to release a full length album next year 
and record more music in the spring. The 
group identifies as a Michigan band rather
than a Grand Rapids band because most 
of its members are from the east side of the 
state. Valley Girl fells under the pop genre, 
but are inspired by 80s rock and roll.
Valley Girl will be performing at the 
Pyramid Scheme just in time to kick off 
spring break at 7 p.m. on March 4. The 
Pyramid Scheme will be holding a “college 
night” that evening to accommodate col­
lege students who want to save some mon­
ey. A bar for those 21 and up will also be 
available during the show. Valley Girl will 
be performing a selection of its new songs 
during its first official show in Grand Rap­
ids. Valley Girl will be going on tour this 
spring and won’t be returning to perform 
in Grand Rapids until after the tour.
Nuechterlein said Valley Girl is grate­
ful for GVSU not only for the useful in­
formation they learned, but for the mu­
sic shows the campus put on by hosting 
bands such as The Maine, Hellogoodbye 
and Jason Derulo. Nuechterlein said 
he can’t believe how much GVSU has 
changed and grown in a short period of 
time and hopes it continues to thrive.
Taylor Robida, Valley Girl’s bass guitarist, 
said that chasing their dreams hasn’t been 
easy and as a group they constantly have to 
work together to succeed
“It’s not easy, you have to work really 
hard,” Robida said. “It’s not like what 
people think it’s going to be. It’s not just 
writing music. It’s promotion, produc­
tion, business and finances. You own 
your own small business.”
James Reinhardt, Valley Girl’s drummer,
said they aren’t making much money yet. 
He said that most of what they make must 
be used to fund their band and is placed 
toward producing music. His advice for 
anyone pursuing music Ls to remain pas­
sionate even when things get tough.
“Stay humble and focused and always 
be inspired and hardworking because as 
soon as you want to give up or not work 
as hard then you’re kind of already los­
ing it,” Reinhardt said.
With degrees from the school of 
communications, none of the GVSU 
graduates in Valley Girl have degrees 
in music, even though music is their 
passion. Robida said that without the 
knowledge the band members gained 
from the business and communication 
classes they took at GVSU, they wouldn’t 
be in the position they are now.
“Take all of the knowledge you get at 
GVSU and don’t take it for granted be­
cause if you’re interested in music there’s 
still a lot that this campus have to offer 
that is going to be useful for your career 
in music,” Nuechterlein said.
Valley Girl, Red Legs, Jesse Ray, The 
Carolina Catfish and Lights 8c Caves will all 
be performing at the Pyramid Scheme on 
March 4. Tickets are $8 in advance and $ 10 
at the door. Visit www.pyramidschemebar. 
com for more information.
To download Valley Girl’s music and for 
more information about upcoming shows, 
visit www.valleygirlmusic.com.
COMPOSITION
Connecting images, words and music
Students write compositions during annual competition
SYMPHONIC WIND ENSEMBLE WITH STUDENT 
CONCERTO COMPETITION WINNER. ANNA 
PETRENKO
The Symphonic Wind Ensemble will perform at 7:30 
p.m. on March 2 in the Louis Armstrong Theatre in the 
Performing Arts Center with student concerto com­
petition winner Anna Petrenko. Petrenko will perform 
as a soloist on her soprano saxophone. Kevin Tutt will 
conduct the ensemble.
The event is free and open to the public. For more 
information, visit www.gvsu.edu/music.
CAMPUS
Award-winning 
writer gives 
lecture at GV
BY MARISSA LAPORTE
MLAPORTE@LANTHORN.COM
\ LOG ON TO:www.lanthorn.comTOR- THE EiiLL AR’:CLf
BY CLAIRE FISHER
ARTS@LANTHORN.COM
aking images representing 
the Great Lakes and poerns 
written in collaboration 
with those images, compos­
ers in this years’ Student 
Composition Competition at Grand 
Valley State University used their own 
unique interpretations to move this art 
into the medium of music.
Students from professor Bill Ryan’s 
composition studio entering the com­
petition were asked to write 60-second 
pieces responding to projects in the 
“Great Lakes: Image and Word” exhibit 
in the art gallery of the Performing Arts
Center. The exhibit shows the collab­
orative projects of 16 poets and artists 
designed on the implications of living 
within the influence of the Great Lakes.
“This was new this year, the com­
posers usually just have a piece of art in 
some form, but there are words associ­
ated with all of these pieces,” Ryan said. 
“They are all collaborative pieces and 
that is something that the composers 
had to take into consideration.”
During the competition on Feb. 25, the 
New Music Ensemble performed each of 
the student compositions without reveal­
ing who had written each composition. At 
the end of the night, the first place award 
and the audience favorite award were taken 
home by Niko Schroeder for his composi-
MUSIC: New Music Ensemble members perform each student’s piece during the Student 
Composition Competition in the Performing Arts Center on Feb. 25. gvl I SARA carte
tion “Canvas the Bear.” The judges then 
awarded second place as a tie to Jack Sligh 
for his composition “Ail That You Are” and 
to Schroeder for his piece “Threnody [3].”
One of the five judges, Alexander 
Miller, said the judges were faced with 
a tough decision to narrow down which 
pieces to award the monetary prizes. He 
said there was a wide variety of good 
compositions to choose from.
“I thought the pieces were especially 
strong, just across the board in terms of 
their craftsmanship and orchestration,” 
Miller said. “They were all very interesting 
pieces in their own way’’
Ryan said the variety and experimenta­
tion in the composition responses resulted 
from the differences in each individual stu­
dent’s response to the art and the poem.
“The students were not directed in 
how to respond. Obviously, it’s a very per­
sonal thing—response to art,” Ryan said. 
“Some of the pieces are literally speaking 
words, but there are others where you’re 
hearing the rhythm of the words trans­
lated into the pieces. Some studied these 
pieces in a very abstract way, maybe re­
sponding to the color. Others are set like 
they were a film soundtrack.”
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QUICK HITS
2ZLUB DODGEBALL
t
RINGS HOME MICHIGAN 
ODGEBALL CUP
• The Grand Valley State 
•dodgeball club won the Michigan 
J-podgeball Cup at Michigan State 
Jyn Feb. 27, after being picked to 
finish third at the event.
JT Despite a team that features 
*31 new starters, the Lakers took 
•home the title with three wins 
jpver in-state teams.
** The Lakers opened the day 
with a 1-0 victory over Central 
Michigan, and then took on 
host team Michigan State. The 
teams took a 1-1 stalemate into 
overtime, but the Lakers came 
out on top, 2-1.
For the final game of the 
day and the title on the line, the 
Lakers had to beat rival Saginaw 
Valley State in the most pivotal 
match of the day. The Lakers 
took a 1-0 lead into halftime.
That proved to be the difference, 
as both teams scored two points 
in the second half, giving the 
Lakers a 3-2 victory.
The Lakers have now won the 
MDC eight out of the last 11 years, 
including 2015 to make them 
back-to-back champions.
Next up, the Lakers will look 
top SVSU again, as the two 
teams are scheduled to face each 
other on March 20.
GVSU WOMEN’S GOLF SUP­
PORTS GOOD CAUSE
The Grand Valley State 
women’s golf team recently 
volunteered at Gilda’s Club, a 
Community outreach program 
that specializes in offering free 
emotional support to families 
who either have a loved one bat­
tling cancer, or have lost a loved 
one to cancer. Gilda’s Club is lo­
cated in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
The team helped out at the 
center last week, and spent 
time with families involved 
with the club.
Last year, the team donated 
$500 to the club after rais­
ing money at the sixth annual 
Gilda’s Club Fall Invitational on 
Sept. 26 and 27.
, If you would like to find 
more out about Gilda’s Club or 
get involved, visit www.gildas- 
clubgr.org.
M. BASKETBALL
CIRCLE OF JOY: Freshman center Justin Greason (24), along with Sam McClendon (center), celebrates Grand Valley State’s 78-69 win over rival Ferris State at Field- 
house Arena on Feb. 25. With the win and a Northwood loss to Lake Superior State, the Lakers were able to sneak into the GLIAC tournament GVL I LUKE HOLMES
Lakers beat Ferris State, earn berth to GLIAC tournament
BY A.A. KNORR
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM
ith just over eight min­
utes to go in the game, 
senior center Chaz Rol­
lins stopped, squared 
up and drained the first 
3-pointer of his career.
The dagger put the Grand Val­
ley State mens basketball team 
ahead by 10, nearly blew the cover 
off Fieldhouse Arena and all but 
sealed a win over Ferris State.
The Lakers (18-10, 12-10 GLI­
AC) topped the Bulldogs 78-69 on 
Feb. 25, and, with a Northwood 
loss to Lake Superior State, GVSU 
snuck into the GLIAC tourna­
ment as the buzzer sounded.
“It feels great. I mean, we get to 
continue playing. We didn’t know.
We didn’t know. It was a mystery,” 
said senior Aaron Hayes. “We put our 
fate in somebody else’s 
hands but we pulled 
this one out today and 
the balls rolled the way 
we wanted them to roll 
and it happened. We get 
to continue our season.”
Needing a win to 
even entertain the pos­
sibility of a GLIAC 
tournament berth, the 
Lakers came out slug­
gish on Senior Night.
GVSU turned the ball 
over, missed bunnies 
and couldn’t hit from 
the outside en route to a 
21-point first half — the lowest-scor­
ing half for GVSU in the 2015-16 sea­
son. Ferris State led 27-21 at the break
“That first half was rough,” Rol­
lins said. “I think everybody’s emo­
tions were just so high 
and everybody was all 
over the place. Nobody 
was really focused on 
the game, there was so 
much going on.”
It took the Lakers 
just over five minutes 
in the second half to 
score 21 points, as they 
opened the second 
frame with a 13-0 run 
to take a 34-27 lead. Be­
fore the Lakers floated 
back to Earth, they had 
rattled off a 26-5 run to 
crack open a 47-32 lead. 
GVSU shot a blistering 58.6 per­
cent from the field in the second half, 
including 5-of-8 from 3-point range.
Hayes, who was held off the score- 
board in the first half, scored 21 points 
in the second half thanks to shooting 
16-of-17 from the free throw line.
“Attacking. That’s my game. I’m 
an attack horse, that’s what they 
call me,” Hayes said. “That’s what I 
do. I go to the free throw line and 
knock down my free throws.”
Hayes and junior guard Luke 
Ryskamp matched with a game- 
high 21, though Ryskamp went 
7-of-13 from the field compared to 
Hayes’ 2-of-ll mark. Rollins add­
ed 12 points and 11 rebounds. The 
Lakers forced 15 turnovers and 
out-rebounded Ferris State 41-34.
Thanks in part to some early foul 
trouble, the Lakers were able to keep
SEE HBB | A8
‘Attacking. That’s 
my game. I’m 
an attack horse, 
that’s what they 
call me. That’s 
what I do.”
AARON HAYES 
POINT GUARD
GVSU CLUB WRESTLING 
NOTCHES WIN, QUALIFIES 
FOR NATIONALS
The Grand Valley State 
wrestling club won the Great 
Lakes Conference meet at 
Henry Ford College over the 
weekend on Feb. 27.
Eighteen (out of 18) Laker 
wrestlers placed qualified for 
• nationals, 11 reached the finals 
and six won titles.
Brendan Hazelton (125), 
i Mitchel Hrnyak (133), Zach 
Cooper (141), Gabe Stepanovich 
(157), Bailey Bischer (174) and 
Eric Dietz (184) were the six 
Lakers named Great Lakes 
Conference champions.
„ The Lakers will now look 
. ahead to the national tourna­
ment, which will take place 
March 10-12 in Orlando.
JUDON PARTICIPATES IN 
NFL COMBINE
Former Grand Valley State 
defensive end Matt Judon 
was in Indianapolis to com­
pete at the 2016 NFL Scouting 
Combine on Feb. 28.
Judon performed well in 
nearly all measurables, run­
ning a 4.77 40-yard dash,
; which was good for fifth-best 
' among defensive linemen, and 
bench pressing 225 pounds 30 
times, which was also fifth-best 
among defensive linemen.
Next up for the former 
Laker is pro day at GVSU, 
which is scheduled for the 
morning of March 15.
l
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MEN’S BASKETBALL 
Tuesday 7:30 p.m. at Ashland
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
Tuesday 6 p.m. at Michigan Tech
S
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W. BASKETBALL
Never in doubt
Lakers trounce Ferris State on Senior 
Night, prep for GLIAC tournament
BY A.A. KNORR
SPOR TS@LAN THORN. COM
he start was slow and 
uninspired, but the 
final score wouldn’t 
suggest so. The Grand 
Valley State women’s 
basketball team caught fire alter a 
sluggish first quarter and brushed 
away the Ferris State Bulldogs 80- 
46 at Fieldhouse Arena on Feb. 25.
The win, coming on Senior 
Night, was unique in that no seniors 
played. GVSU’s three seniors — Bri- 
onna Barnett, Jammie Botruff and 
Jill Steinmetz — watched from the 
sidelines for various reasons as their 
teammates trounced the Bulldogs.
“We’ve had a little 
bit of a rocky finish to 
our season, we’ve lost 
some games that we 
shouldn’t, but I think 
having this game round 
out our season, win­
ning by 35 points, really 
just making a statement 
for our seniors, which 
is why we won this 
game today,” said junior 
Lindsay Baker.
“This is their day, this 
is their senior day and 
none of them got to play, 
so for us it was like let’s make them feel 
like they’re a part of this.”
The Lakers led 14-13 at the end of 
the first quarter, and connected on just 
5-of-18 of their shots. GVSU’s defense, 
however, was a bright spot, stilling Fer­
ris State to the tune of eight team shots.
Though the game was tight after 
the first quarter, it never really was. 
GVSU’s vast skill advantage and supe­
rior coaching manifested itself in the 
second quarter, in which the Inkers
outscored the Bulldogs 23-6 to take a 
37-19 lead into halftime.
“Obviously we were a little jumpy 
(early) offensively,” said GVSU head 
coach Mike Williams. “The nice 
thing was that our defense really 
kind of kept us in the game until we 
started making some shots.”
Baker, a notorious sharpshoot­
er, was the main catalyst in those 
made shots. In just 17 minutes of 
total playing time, Baker netted 
a game-high 23 points in smooth 
fashion, draining 7-of-12 3-point 
shots. Only one of Baker’s field goal 
makes came inside the arc.
“If (shooting) is what you do, you 
know when you’re going to be in a 
rhythm,” Baker said. “As a shooter all 
it takes is kind of hitting 
that first one and then 
having the confidence to 
keep shooting it.”
In the second half, 
the Lakers were able to 
cruise to the finish line 
of the regular season. 
While season-leading 
scorer Kayla Dawson 
struggled to eight points 
on 2-of-9 shooting, Bak­
er and redshirt fresh­
man Taylor Parmley 
were able to pick up the 
slack. Parmley finished 
with 17 points on a blistering 7-of-9 
from the field to go with six rebounds.
GVSU assisted on 21 of its 28 
Field goal makes, and forced Fer­
ris State into a whopping 25 turn­
overs. The Lakers scored 40 of 
their 80 points off of turnovers.
GVSU was also effective on the of­
fensive glass, ripping down 13 offen­
sive rebounds to Ferris State’s three.
SEE WBB | A8
“The nice thing 
was that our 
defense really 
kind of kept us in 
the game until we 
started making 
some shots.”
MIKE WILLIAMS 
GVSU HEAD COACH
UP HIGH: Junior center Piper Tucker looks to alter the shot of a Ferris State 
player during Grand Valley State’s home win on Feb. 25. GVL | ADAM KNORR
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fiter an up-and- 
down start to 
the 2015-16 
season in the 
fall, the Grand 
Valley State mens golf team 
is eager to get back to com­
petition this spring.
GVSU participated in four 
tournaments last fall. The 
Lakers claimed a first-place 
finish in the GLIAC North 
Invitational in September, but 
came up short of first place in 
the other tournaments.
GVSU head coach Gary 
Bissell is currently in his 
second season coaching the 
Lakers. He found his team 
did not reach its potential in 
the fall season, but believes 
the experience gained will 
be key moving forward.
The fall season was im­
portant for the Lakers to con­
tinue to develop and improve 
in certain aspects of the game 
like wedge play and put­
ting — two areas that Bissell 
stressed the Lakers need to be 
more consistent with in order 
to succeed in the spring.
“We’re a young team 
but we grew a lot in the 
fall,” Bissell said.
Though the Lakers iden­
tify as a young team, they do 
not lack senior leadership, 
returning the trio of Chris
COOK LEADERSHIP ACADEMY
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6-foot-10-inch Bulldog center Jared Stolicker 
from making an impact on the game. Stolicker 
scored just eight points and pulled in five re­
bounds. Ferris State had just one scorer in 
double-figures, as the Lakers were able to limit 
any players from getting into a groove.
As part of Senior Night at Fieldhouse 
Arena, GVSU seniors Rollins, Hayes, Ri­
cardo Carbajal and Darren Kapustka were 
recognized, along with student assistants
Dylan Liddell and Brent Boerema.
With the win and Northwood’s loss, the 
Lakers slid into the GLIAC tournament, and; 
will occupy the seventh seed. The Lakers 
are slated to take on GLIAC South cham­
pion and No. 2 seed Ashland on March ll 
in Ashland, Ohio at 7:30 p.m. GVSU lost iti 
lone contest to Ashland this season 76-72 
in overtime in Allendale on Dec. 3, 2015. ;
“Our short-term reward is we get a; 
chance to stay on this journey together for 
a little bit longer and hopefully for a couple 
more weeks, but it doesn’t end today,” said- 
GVSU head coach Ric Wesley.
CELEBRATION: Members of the Grand Valley State women's basketball team gather at center court at * 
Fieldhouse Arena after demolishing Ferris State in the final regular season game. GVi | ADAM knorr
WBB
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“Sometimes that happens 
in a zone. You get that oppor­
tunity where they’re not sure 
who to block out,” Williams 
said. “We did a good job
when the shot went up from 
the middle or it was an op­
posite-lane three, the wings 
crashed there and we got 
some offensive rebounds.”
The Lakers finished the 
season with exactly 20 wins, 
marking the fourth time in 
program history they com­
pleted back-to-back seasons; 
with at least 20 wins.
With the win, GVSU; 
clinched the No. 6 seed in 
the GLIAC tournament, 
and will travel to Hough 
ton, Michigan to take oft 
the No. 3 seed, Michigan 
Tech, on March 5 at 6 p.m»;
M. GOLF
"The CLA is incredibly unique in its ability to offer support, guidance, 
and opportunity... to transform my leadership~ Devon Fata, 
Cook Leadership Academy Fellow
► Explore leadership and pursue professional development with a 
cohort of 60 diverse, highly motivated students.
► Build mentor relationships with community leaders from local 
business, higher education, nonprofit and government 
organizations.
► Pursue intensive leadership development through Washington 
Campus Week, service learning projects, our Wheelhouse Talks 
speaker series, and other high-impact initiatives.
Apply by March 18 to the 
Peter C. Cook Leadership Academy 
at www.HauensteinCenter.org/ApplyCLA
BY BRENDAN MCMAHON
BMCMAHON@LANTHORN.COM
Beltzer, Austin Eccleton, 
and Tyler Polulak. Polulak 
competed in all 10 tourna­
ments last fall, averaging a 
74 in those 21 rounds, good 
enough to earn him an All- 
GLIAC Second Team award.
“We had some good 
finishes and some bad Fin­
ishes in the fall, but we just 
got to stay consistent and 
stay competitive within the 
team,” Polulak said.
Bissell is also relying on 
sophomore Domenic Man- 
cinelli to continue to lead in 
the approaching spring sea­
son. Mancinelli won GLI­
AC Men’s Golf Freshman of 
the Year Award in 2014-15 
and was also All-GLIAC 
Second Team honoree.
“I just got to keep my 
head on straight and be an 
example for the freshmen 
this year,” Mancinelli said.
The Lakers have a host 
of talented young golfers, 
including freshman Bryce 
Messner. Messner played 
eight rounds in the fall sea­
son, averaging a 75.38, the 
second-best average on the 
team in the fall. Just be­
hind Messner was freshman 
Mitchell White, who played 
six rounds and averaged a 
75.67 per round.
Bissell believes depth is 
one of the best qualities of 
his team.
“We’re a close-knit 
team because the competi­
tion brings out the best in 
them,” Bissell said. “The 
players are gritty and com­
petitive on the course but 
friendly off the course.”
This internal competition 
forces players to compete hard 
in practice in order to play in 
tournaments. Bissell wants the 
best competition the Lakers 
are going to see to be against 
themselves in practice.
Depth is just one the vari­
ous strengths for GVSU — a 
good driving team which is ef­
fective with mid-range irons. 
What the Lakers lack in expe­
rience, they hope to make up 
with their intangibles.
“Were competitive, hard­
working and passionate about 
the game,” Polulak said.
Despite a shaky fall sea­
son, there is no lack of confi­
dence for the Lakers heading . 
into the spring. The expecta­
tions are set high, but Bissell 
does not want his team to get 
too far ahead of itself.
“There’s nothing they can’t 
accomplish, but we have to 
stay grounded,” Bissell said.
Bissell wants to see his team 
build momentum throughout 
the season and play its best 
golf come postseason. The 
Lakers are setting their sights * 
on a GLIAC championship • 
and a chance at nationals.
GVSU begins its spring \ 
season on March 7 in Rus- , i 
sellville, Arkansas at the 
Dave Falconer Classic.
i *. .*
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RAMfcEiXbciS Beltzer takes a swing on April 29, 2015 at the Meadows Golf Course in Allendale. GVSU 
has a mix oTyouth and Experience heading into the spring portion of the season, gvl I KEVIN sielaff
n
Lakers eyeing improved spring after middling fall season
a
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TRACK AND FIELD
STILL ON TOP
RECORD-BREAKER: Junior Samora Nesbitt practices in Allendale on Feb. 17. 
Nesbitt broke his previous triple jump record on Feb. 29. GVL I KASEY GARVELINK
Laker men, women win 
GLIAC titles yet again
BY JACOB ARVIDSON
JARVIDSON(a>L ANTHORN.COM
he Grand Valley State 
mens and women’s 
track and field teams 
both secured GLIAC 
championships at Tif­
fin University on Feb. 28-29.
I he men beat out the host, T iffin, 
with a total of 163 points. The women 
beat out tough competition from Hills­
dale with a total of 172 points.
This is the womens team’s 17th con­
secutive GLIAC] title and the men’s sev­
enth consecutive title.
“Jerry (Baltes), our head coach, al­
ways stressed that little bit extra,” said 
senior pole vaulter Jaime Roberts. 
“That extra half point can make a dif­
ference. I believe the team came ready 
to compete and hit big jumps, times 
and distances.”
Roberts was one of 55 GVSU ath­
letes to score points in the GLIAC 
championship meet. The men won 
first place in six events and the wom­
en won first place in four.
In addition, senior Tor’i Brooks 
broke the GVSU record in the hep­
tathlon and junior Samora Nesbitt 
broke the school record in the triple 
jump. Brooks totaled 5,141 points to 
finish second and break the previous 
record of 5,046 points set by himself 
earlier this season. Nesbitt held the
previous record in the triple jump, 
but his GLIAC championship leap 
of 15.23 meters crushed his previous 
best of 14.82 meters.
Roberts led the way in the wom­
en’s pole vault, finishing first with a 
jump of 3.91 meters. GVSU sent five 
athletes into the event and all five 
placed. Skylar Schoen finished sec­
ond, Whitney Bice came in fourth, 
Michaila Lawcock got fifth and Krista 
Nauseda rounded it out in sixth.
“I am so proud of my teammates,” 
Roberts said. “The women’s pole vault 
took first, second, fourth, fifth and 
sixth, scoring 30 points for Grand 
Valley, which is huge. We knew what 
we had to do to help the team and we 
pulled through. I couldn’t be happier 
with the way the lady vaulters per­
formed and how I ended my last in­
door conference meet.”
Baltes was pleased with the vaulters.
“Ihe group of ladies did well,” 
he said. “They competed well, they 
vaulted well and they scored well. 
All five of them helped score 30 big 
points for the team. I give big credit 
to coach Lou (Andreadis).”
Beatriz Indurain claimed the ti­
tle in the women’s 60-meter hurdles 
with a personal best time of 8.49 
seconds. Tiara Wiggins and Bre- 
anna Luba also scored important 
points in the event, finishing sixth 
and seventh, respectively.
In the men’s 60-meter hurdles, 
defending national champion Sean 
Wells did his part. He finished in first 
place with a time of 7.92 seconds, 
almost half a second faster than the 
next-closest hurdler.
Ethan Barnes had a strong day as 
welL He placed first in the mile with a 
time of 4:18.73 and his time of 1:54.98 
in the 800-meter run was also good 
enough for first place.
Sophomore Angie Ritter shot across 
the finish line in 24.71 seconds to claim 
the top spot in the womens 200-meter 
dash. Her speed also brought her sec­
ond place in the 60-meter dash when 
she clocked in at 7.60 seconds.
Amy Cymerman ran well in the 
women’s 5,000- meter run. She pulled 
away from the competition on the final 
lap to finish first in 17:05.25.
“Amy hadn’t been feeling well all 
week, but she came out and executed a 
great race,” Baltes said.
The men’s distance medley re­
lay team of Ethan Barnes, Lawson 
Bright-Mitchell, Chaz Porter and 
Wuoi Mach claimed a first place fin­
ish. Mach pulled away from the Hill­
sdale challenger during the final two 
laps, but an inspired finish by Hills­
dale made Mach give a little extra in 
the final meters in order to win.
“That should get us into nation-
SEE Ttrf | A10
SOFTBALL
Laker softball sweeps all four games in season-opener
BY ALEX EISEN
A EISEN@LAN THORN. COM
he Grand Val­
ley State softball 
team ushered 
in the new sea­
son with a bang 
by winning tour consecutive 
games at the Lewis Dome Invi­
tational in Rosemont, Illinois 
over the weekend.
On opening day (Feb. 26), 
the Lakers (4-0) survived a 
seventh-inning rally to defeat 
Missouri S&T 4-3, then or­
chestrated a rally of their own 
in the nightcap to knock off Il­
linois Springfield, 7-5.
GVSU’s bats remained hot 
on Feb. 27 as the Lakers took 
care of two more Great Lakes 
Valley Conference opponents 
to start the season off unde­
feated. The Lakers collected 11 
hits in both contests to defeat 
Wisconsin-Parkside (7-6) and 
William Jewell (9-3).
“We came out swinging the 
bats well,” said second-year 
GVSU head coach Dana Cal- 
lihan. “We pulled together in 
the couple times we got be­
hind and we never seemed to 
give up on anything - we bat­
tled back. It was truly a team
effort in all four games.”
The Lakers were aided by 
two strong pitching perfor­
mances on Feb. 27.
Senior Sara Andrasik 
took the ball first and tossed 
six scoreless innings against 
Missouri S&T (3-10) before 
hanging on in a high-tension 
seventh inning to secure her 
first win of the season.
Freshman Allison Lipovsky 
had a memorable GVSU de­
but, not allowing a run in 5.1 
innings of relief work against 
Illinois Springfield.
“Allison (Lipovsky) is a 
competitor, she is a gamer,
she shows up when she has 
the ball in the circle,” Callihan 
said. “She did really well, and 
I think she learned quite a bit 
just getting into competition 
that’s different than practice.”
The laker offense provided 
just enough run support for its 
pitchers on opening day as well.
Junior designated player Ellie 
Balbach singled down the right 
field line in the first inning of 
the 2016 season to bring home 
sophomore T'eagan Shomin and 
senior McKenze Supemaw.
T he Lakers added two more 
runs against Missouri S&T in 
the fifth when Balbach deliv­
ESTABLISHED IN CHARLESTON, II 
IN 1983 TO ADD TO STUDENTS GPA 
AND GENERAL DATING ABILITY.
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OK, SO MY SUBS REALLY AREN'T GOURMET AND 
WE RE NOT FRENCH EITHER. MY SUBS JUST TASTE 
A LITTLE BETTER. THAT'S ALL! I WANTED TO 
CALL IT JIMMY JOHN'S TASTY SANDWICHES. BUT 
MY MOM TOLD ME TO STICK WITH GOURMET. 
REGARDLESS OF WHAT SHE THINKS, FREAKY FAST 
IS WHERE IT'S AT. I HOPE YOU LOVE 'EM AS MUCH 
AS.POMACE!
8" SUB SANDWICHES
III of my sandwiches are I inches of homemade 
French bread, fresh veggies and the finest meats & 
cheese I can buy! We slice everything fresh daily in this 
store! It tastes better that way!
#t pepe*
Real wood smoked ham and provolone cheese, 
lettuce, tomato & mayo. (The original)
#2 BIG JOHN1*
Medium rare choice roast beef. mayo, 
lettuce & tomato.
#3 TOTALLY TUNA*
Fresh housemade tuna, mixed with celery, onions, 
and our tasty sauce, sliced cucumber, lettuce & tomato. 
(My tuna rocks! Sprouts* optional)
#4 TURKEY TOM'*
Fresh sliced turkey breast, lettuce, tomato & mayo.
The original (Sprouts* optional)
#5 VITO*
The original Italian sub with genoa salami, provolone. 
capicola. onion, lettuce, tomato. A a real tasty Italian 
vinaigrette. (Not peppers by request)
#6 THE VEGGIE $5
Layers of provolone cheese separated by real avocado 
spread, sliced cucumber, lettuce, tomato A mayo. (Truly a 
gourmet sub not for vegetarians only. Sprouts* optional)
J.J.B.L.T.*
Bacon, lettuce, tomato A mayo!
(My I.LT. rocks)
★ SIDES ★
* Soda Pop
* Clucolate chip or oatmeal raisin cookie
« Real potato chips or jumbo kosher dill pichle
* Extra load of meat
* Extra cheese or extra avocado spread
FREEBIES (SUBS S CLUBS ONLY)
Onion, lettuce, tomato, mayo, sliced cucumber, 
hot peppers, lijon mustard, yellow mustard, 
oil A vinegar, oregano, sprouts*.
^■AlYDWICH^
SLIMS-
Any Sub minus the veggies and sauce
SLIM I Ham A cheese 
SLIM 2 Roast beef 
SLIM 3 Tuna salad 
SLIM 4 Turkey breast 
SLIM 5 Salami, capicola. cheese 
SLIM 6 Double provolone
Low Carb Lettuce Wrap
■wseekp
Same ingredients and price of the 
sub or club without the bread.
j0tSr®r
IELIVLRY ORDERS may include 
a delivery charge.
THE JJ. 
GARGANTUAN4
The original gutbuhstuh! (enoa 
salami, sliced smoked ham. capicola. 
roast beef, turkey A provolone. 
jammed into one of our homemade 
French buns, then smothered with 
onions, mayo, lettuce, tomato A our 
homemade Italian vinaigrette
GIANT CLUB SANDWICHES
My club sandwiches have twice the meat or cheese, try it 
on my fresh baked thick sliced 7-grain bread or my famous 
homemade French bread! Tell us when you order!
#7 SMOKED HAM CLUB
1/4 pound of real wood smoked ham. 
provolone cheese, lettuce, tomato A mayo!
#8 BILLY CLUB"'’
Choice roast beef, smoked ham. provolone cheese.
Dijon mustard, lettuce, tomato A mayo.
#9 ITALIAN NIGHT CLUB*
Genoa salami. Italian capicola. smoked ham. 
and provolone cheese all topped with lettuce, tomato, 
onion, mayo A our homemade Italian vinaigrette.
(Order it with hot peppers)
#10 HUNTER'S CLUB*
k full 1/4 pound of medium rare roast beef, 
provolone. lettuce, tomato A mayo.
#11 COUNTRY CLUB*
Sliced turkey breast, real wood smoked ham. 
provolone. and tons of lettuce, tomato A mayo!
(I very traditional, yet always exceptional classic!)
#12 BEACH CLUB* © oJn.V.V
Fresh baked turkey breast, provolone cheese, avocado 
spread, sliced cucumber, lettuce, tomato and mayo!
#13 GOURMET VEGGIE CLUB*
Double provolone. real avocado spread, sliced 
cucumber, lettuce, tomato A mayo. (Try it on my 
/•grain whole wheat bread. This veggie sandwich 
is really yummy! Sprouts* optional)
#14 BOOTLEGGER CLUB*
Roast beef, turkey breast, lettuce, tomato A mayo 
In Imerican classic!
#15 CLUB TUNA*
The same as our #3 Totally Tuna except this one 
has a lot mote. Housemade tuna salad, provolone. 
sliced cucumber, lettuce A tomato. (Sprouts* optional)
#16 CLUB LULU*
Sliced turkey breast, bacon, lettuce, tomato 
A mayo. (JJ s original turkey A bacon club)
#17 ULTIMATE PORKER*
Real wood smoked ham and bacon with lettuce, 
tomato A mayo! (This one rocks!)
WE DELIVER! 7 DAYS A WEEK
TO FIND THE LOCATION NEAREST YOU VISIT JIMMYJOHNS.COM
"YOUR MOM WANTS YOU TO EAT AT JIMMY JOHN'S!"4 <
ered again with a RBI double 
and senior Chelsea Horvath 
pushed across another run 
with the less exciting, but just 
as effective sacrifice fly.
Balbach’s tag-up score on 
the fly ball to center field would 
prove to be the difference.
The Miners scored three 
runs in a last-ditch rally with 
two outs in the seventh, but 
Andrasik regrouped to finish 
off her 45th career complete 
game by stranding the tying 
runner on first base.
Balbach and Supernaw led 
a balanced GVSU attack over 
the weekend, each notching
seven hits that included five 
doubles, six runs and eight 
RBIs. The Laker starters all re­
corded at least two hits across 
the four games, and only ju­
nior catcher Marianne Deppe 
didn’t grab an RBI.
“We are deep one through 
19 (on the roster), anyone at 
any position can get the job 
done,” Balbach said. “In gen­
eral, we did a really nice job of 
stringing hits together and get­
ting runs in every game.”
LOG ON TO:
www.lanthorn.com
FOR THE FULL ARTICLE
READY POSITION: Senior McKenze Supernaw waits for a ground 
ball during a home game on April 15, 2015. GVL | KEVIN SIELAFF
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Sold at a higher price 
8. Instill fear
13. Can be domesticated
14. Oohed and___
15. Make too simple
19. Plutonium
20. Necessary for breathing
21. Make happy
22. Mythological bird
23. A baglike structure in a 
plant or animal
24. Put on__
25. Type of dough
26. Blushed
30. Celestial object
31. Point__National Seashore
32. Purplish red
33. Towards the mouth or 
oral region
CLUES DOWN
1. Portico
2. Delicacy
3. Punish with an arbitrary penalty
4. Household god (Roman)
5. Public television station
6. __Lilly, drug company
7. Degraded
8. Free from danger
9. Low bank or reef of coral
10. Exclamation of surprise
11. Lies down in rest
12. Give an education to
16. Provides
17. Fat from a pig
18. Belonging to a thing 
22. Branches of a bone
25. Having a cheerless aspect 
or disposition
27 Edema (archaic)
28 Bo__, “10”
29. Unfledged or nestling hawk
34. Portuguese musical genre
35. Steals
38. Acts insincerely
39. City in Belarus
40. Anticipates
43. Paris airport
44. Deal with
45. No (Scottish)
47. Opens lock
48. Central parts
49. Sheep disease
50. Indicates position
51. Doing many things st once 
55. Khoikhoin peoples
57. Informal alliance between 
countries
58. Long poems
59. The state of being poorly 
illuminated.
30. Surrenders 
32. Type of dessert
34. Planted with trees
35. Washington town
36. Listen in
37. Inwardly
38. Chinese province
40. Garrison
41. Converts thermal energy to 
mechanical work
42. Holy people 
44. Lowest point between two peak 
46. Boundaries
48. Utter obscenities
51. __and cheese
52. Member of the cuckoo family
53. Type of microscope
54. __and Barbie
56. Michigan.
Answers on pg. 10
♦ ♦ ♦•
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BASEBALL
Righting the ship ! Lakers bounce back, win three of four over weekend !
Anderson said. “Today I felt more like 
throwing the pitch you want to throw 
right now, get it across, get a strike and 
move on to the next pitch.”
The Lakers hit a speed bump in 
the ninth inning, giving up four 
runs in the frame. The late surge 
from the Warriors was not enough 
to complete the comeback.
In the latter half of the double- 
header, the Laker offense feasted on 
Maryville’s pitching. Through five in­
nings, GVSU led 11-0. Browning belt­
ed a three-run home run in the fifth, 
giving him six RBls for the weekend.
Through six games on the sea­
son, Browning has a .364 batting 
average with 10 RBIs. If the offsea­
son painted any rust on Browning, 
he’s yet to show it.
“It goes into what we do in the 
cages every day,” Browning said. 
“I’ve been just trying to see the ball 
because if I’m seeing the ball in the 
cages, when we step out on the field,. 
I’m going to perform better.”
The rest of the game went much 
like the first five innings. GVSU scored 
three more runs after giving up three 
for a 14-3 victory.
The Lakers’ three wins were 
much-needed after a tough open­
ing weekend.
“Were just getting a little bit more 
comfortable and guys are taking better 
swings at better pitches,” Detillion said.
GVSU will look to continue the 
success during the six-game trip down 
to Florida that spans March 8-14. GV- 
SU’s first game of the trip will come 
against the University of Tampa.
insurance with a run in the sixth and 
eighth innings, both produced from 
the bat of junior Keith Browning.
The Lakers ran into some trouble 
in the top of the eighth inning, as 
Drury loaded the bases with no outs. 
GVSU closer Matt Williams was called 
out of the bullpen an inning early and 
slammed the door, recording three 
straight outs to stop the threat. Wil­
liams then finished off the last inning 
to earn his second save of the season.
In the opener of a doubleheader 
the next day against Winona State (2- 
5), the Inkers grabbed an early lead 
and never looked back. Through the 
first eight innings, GVSU led by as 
many as eight runs, which was more 
than enough for starting pitcher Zach 
Anderson. Anderson threw eight in­
nings, holding Winona State scoreless 
while striking out six.
“I was able to use all three pitches, 
fastball, changeup and curveball, in 
good sequences to get outs late in the 
game,” Anderson said.
After a rocky first outing of the 
season in which Anderson was 
chased from the mound after just two 
innings, the senior found himself in 
more acceptable form.
“That’s what we expect of him,” said 
GVSU head coach Jaime Detillion. 
“He’s a good pitcher and he had a lot of 
good outings last year.”
Anderson earned the win in a 
dazzling performance, as he was 
able to slow down the game and 
pitch at his pace.
“For the first start, my thought was 
get through five, six, seven innings,”FIREBALLER: Senior Zach Anderson fires a pitch during Grand Valley State’s 6-4 home win over Lake Erie on April 12, 2015. The Lakers participated in the Maryville Baseball Invite over the weekend, and won three of four games. GVL I EMILY FRYE
BY JOSH PEICK
JPEICmLANTHORN.COM
fter dropping two of 
three games in its 2016 
season-opening series, 
the Grand Valley State 
baseball team rattled off 
three straight wins in the Maryville 
Baseball Invite the following week­
end. The Lakers (4-3) won the first 
two games over Drury University 
and Winona State, 7-2 and 8-4, and 
throttled Maryville University 14-3
in the back end of a Saturday dou­
bleheader. GVSU’s lone loss in the 
weekend came in a 3-2 drop against 
Maryville on Feb. 29.
In the opening game of the invite 
against Drury (2-5), the Lakers gave 
up two runs in the top of the first in­
ning — a trend that has plagued the 
team in the early part of the season. In 
GVSU’s previous series, it let up a total 
of 14 first-inning runs in three games.
But, unlike last series, the Lak­
ers regrouped and fought back af­
ter the early deficit.
GVSU starting pitcher Troy 
Dykhuis was tagged for the two 
first-inning runs, but settled down 
to throw shutout ball over the next 
six innings. Dykhuis finished the 
game with four strikeouts, earning 
his first win of the season.
The GVSU offense wasted no time 
putting runs on the board, respond­
ing in the bottom of the first with a 
run. The Lakers added another run 
in the third inning, and three more in 
the fourth to take a 5-2 lead. After the 
fourth inning, the Lakers added some
TENNIS
Serving up sweeps
Laker men, women roll past Southern Indiana
BY MASON TRONSOR
MTRONSOR@LANTHORN.COM
he Grand Valley State 
men’s and women’s 
tennis teams swept 
matches against the 
University of Southern 
Indiana on Feb. 28. The men’s team 
won a tight matchup 5-4, while the 
women went undefeated 9-0.
The Laker women’s overall record 
in the 2015-16 season improves to 
15-2 thanks to their dominant per­
formance at Premier Athletic Club 
in Grandville, Michigan.
“I thought we played very well 
as a team overall,” said sophomore 
Rachel Sumner.
The women opened the day by 
sweeping all three doubles matches 
by a combined total score of 24-5.
After sweeping the doubles 
matches, the singles matches were 
a breeze as GVSU finished 6-0.
The singles winners included Abby 
Perkins, Alexa Sweeney, Aimee 
Moccia, Madison Ballard, Livia 
Christman and Sumner.
“The win gives us plenty of 
confidence for the rest of the sea­
son,” Sumner said. “The support 
from the GV faithful at Grand­
ville today was awesome.”
The men’s victory improves 
their overall record to 3-1. The 
men’s match was much closer 
than the women’s, as the men’s 
doubles matches finished 2-1 in 
favor of the Lakers.
The singles matches ended in a 
3-3 tie, which helped propel GVSU 
to the overall victory. The No. 1 and 
No. 2 matches were taken by GVSU 
thanks to sophomore Alex van de 
Steenoven and junior Zach Phillips.
“I think it was a huge boost that 
we won two of the three doubles 
matches,” said senior Michael Kaye. 
“It gives that much more confidence 
heading into the singles that you
STRATEGY: Doubles partners Rachel Sumner (left) and Aimee Moccia talk dur­
ing a match against Saginaw Valley State on Sept. 12, 2015. GVL I EMILY FRYE
only need to win three out of six in­
stead of the majority in four.”
Southern Indiana won the No. 
3 and No. 4 matches, but GVSU 
senior Andrew Bole won the No. 5 
match, which gave the Lakers the 
overall team victory.
“I definitely knew what the 
situation was,” Bole said. “There is 
always pressure every match you 
play. It was stressful, for sure. In 
the past, I did not perform in those
match-winning situations. This 
time, though, I stayed calm and my 
teammates really kept me going.”
The team hopes to carry the mo­
mentum of this victory into next 
week when it travels with the wom­
en’s team to Orlando, Florida for 
spring break to face multiple schools.
LOG ON TO: 
www.lanthorn.com
FOR THE FULL ARTICLE
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als,” Baltes said. “Wuoi did great job 
on the anchor with a strong run. He 
led the whole time and held off the 
Hillsdale guy.”
The men’s 5,000-meter run saw four 
GVSU athletes score points. Nate Om- 
dorf took seventh, Kyle Flores finished 
fourth, Brady Seiner placed second and 
Chris May took the cake with first place, 
finishing in 14:39.03.
“It was a gutsy, gritty race,” Baltes 
said. “They went hard out of the gates 
to try and earn a spot at nationals. 
About halfway through we realized it 
wasn’t going to happen, but they still 
ran and finished hard.''
Senior Darien Thornton took the 
GLIAC crown in the men’s weight throw 
with his toss of 20.64 meters. Jay Lech- 
ner, Mike Moon and Blake Donson also 
scored points in the event.
“The throwers did well,” Baltes said. 
“Darien did a great job leading the way 
and the others scored big points.”
GVSU will send its best to compete in 
the NCAA Division II national champi­
onships on March 11 and 12 in Pittsburg, 
Kansas. The Lakers will look to build 
on their GLIAC titles with two national 
championship trophies.
LAKER EXCHANGE
FREE CLASSIFIEDS FOR STUDENTS, FACULTY AND STAFF 
some restrictions apply
email lakerexchange@lanthorn.com for more info on restrictions
FOR COMMERCIAL RATES EMAIL
lakerexchange@lanthom.com OR CALL 616-331-2460
A onouncements I Announcements I Announcements Housing Housing Student Org Events
Grandparents, Grandkids, 
Grand Valley(G3)
2016 Summer Camp regis­
tration is now open!
G3 is a residential and 
commuter family summer 
camp for grandparents and 
grandchildren (ages 8-12)
June 21-23, 2016 on 
GVSU’s Allendale campus. 
Limited scholarships are 
available from United Bank. 
Visit www.gvsu.edu/g3 or 
call the Regional Math and 
Science Center at (616) 331- 
2267.
This year for the seventh 
time, GVSU is competing in 
RecycleMania. This year 
RecycleMania will run from 
January 19th through March 
29th. Please help us win this 
competition by placing only 
non-recyclable materials in 
the waste stream. All paper, 
cardboard, glass, plastics, 
tin, and aluminum should be 
recycled. Thanks for your 
help!
Need some help finding 
ways to have a safe 
and enjoyable spring break? 
Check out the ACES office, 
located on the Allendale 
campus in Kirkhof Center.
Employment
Conifer Creek Apartments 
offers 4 bedrooms,
4 1/2 baths, garage, cable 
and internet included, 
washer and dryer in every 
unit, 3/4 of a mile from 
GVSU, walking distance to 
bus stop, restaurants, and 
grocery store, lower utility 
bills!
Interested in a new 
apartment complex? Check 
out The Enclave, 
located behind Main Street 
Pub. Amenities include pool, 
grilling area, fitness center 
and is pet friendly.
Services
SUMMER IN MAINE
Males and Females
Teach your favorite activity:
Archery-Arts-Canoe
Costuming-Enameling-Gym
Photo-Pottery-Sail
Silversmithing-Swim
Tennis-Waterski
Enjoy our website at
www.tripplakecamp.com.
1-800-997-4347
Looking for subleaser at 
Meadows Crossing from 
May 1 -July 15. $479/month 
but will negotiate. You will 
have your own bedroom and 
bathroom. Email at 
whitejus@mail.gvsu edu 
if interested.
Learn to play the banjo! 
Bluegrass or clawhammer 
style banjo lessons suited for 
the beginner. No previous 
musical experience 
necessary. $30 per 
hour-long session, $100 for 
four sessions. Call, text, or 
email for more information. 
(231) 750-5597 
sawinc@mail.gvsu.edu.
Do you love endless salad, 
bread, and spaghetti? Come 
to the AON house (5050 
Pierce St. Building F) on 
Tuesday, March 1 at 7pm for 
our annual Spaghetti Dinner. 
Tickets are $4 from a sister 
or $5 at the door.
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